Travis County Emergency Services District No. 9
Westlake Fire Department

Standard Operating Procedure
Subject: Bee Swarm Response

Effective Date: June 15, 1997

Authorized By: Chief Paul Barker Revised Date: June 15, 2000

l. Purpose
To provide an emergency response guideline for dedling with incidents involving bee svarms.

Il. Policy

1. When responding where bees are involved directly or indirectly, the misson of WFD isto rescue
the individua(s) from immediate danger and provide emergency treatmen.

2. WFD will respond only to life threstening Stuations which involve bee attacks. WFD will not
respond on “pest control” cals (i.e. thekilling of bees or other pests that are not posing an
immediate thregt to the public), unless gpproved by duty officer. The Augtin/Travis County Hedth
Department will handle al routine bee incidents not posing an immediate danger.

lll.  Procedure_

Our response will be two-tiered, with the first due gpparatus providing class*A” foam for the initid
response. The attack apparatus will be backed by an AL S-equipped medicd vehicle. The desgnated
attack apparatus will be equipped with the appropriate protective gear. Our response procedures are
asfollows.

1. Initid Company (Attack Vehicle)

- All personnd will suit up in the special “ bee suits’ or bunker gear with SCBA prior to
responding. The gpparatus driver will leave the hood off until arrivd. Thiswill dlow maximum
vishility while driving.

On arivd they will:
- Usea 3% foam solution to kill any remaining bees that are svarming.
Asss the medica crew in the remova of any patients to a safe area
Stand-by for arrival of any other responding agencies (i.e. Hedth Department, AEMS, or
Police)

2. Medica Rescue Crew
All personnd will suit up in the special * bee suits” or bunker gear with SCBA prior to
responding. The gpparatus driver will leave the hood off until arrivd. Thiswill dlow maximum
vighility while driving.
On arivd they will:
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Commit to rescue operations and provide medica treatment in a safe area of refuge.
Contact AEMS with patient assesment and advise where to stage.

3. Additiond Information
If not equipped with protective suits, personnd must wear full turnout gear with SCBA prior to
leaving the gation. The regulator opening in the face piece must be covered with either the hood, a
dust-mask respirator from the medical kit, or by using the SCBA. Another dterndiveisto wear
just aprotective veil with turnouts.
If responding an engine, dl personnd must ride in the cab of the unit withwindows rolled up. If
there are not enough seet belts available in the cab, stop a safe distance (gprox. ¥amile ) from the
address and then let personnel ride in the cab to the scene.
If it is determined thet it is alife-threatening Situation, contact the local PD. While the officer
remains ingde the cab with the windows rolled up, heisto usethe PA. to advise dl individudsto
remain indoors.

4. At least two different scenarios can be expected:

- Thevictim(s) isfound in an unprotected areaand is Hill being attacked. In this Stuation, timeis of
the essence. Grab the victim(s) and move immediately to a protected area such as ingde a structure
or ingde the cab of your unit. If thevictimisplaced in your unit, leave the areaimmediately and
drive a safe digtance from the incident (et least Y2 mile).

The victim(s) isfound in a protected area, such asindgde a ructure, and the bees are ill swarming
enough to prevent access. Use afull fog pattern on arack or booster line to knock the bees out of
the air and protect advancing rescuers. Thisisavery effective method of dissapating a bee swvarm.
It isads0 very effective to use a 1-3% foam solution on the bees.

Fra ad for victims should begin immediately by assessng the patient’s ABC' s and then gently
scraping the stingers from the victim. To scrape the stingers away, use a credit card, drivers license,
knife blade, etc. Do not attempt to pull the stingers out with your fingers or tweezers as squeezing
will drive the venom into the patient. Release patient to AEM S in a secure location.

5. Gened information
If we respond and there is no life threatening situation, the firgt-in company will notify digpatch to
cdl the Audtin/Travis County Health Department bee hotline and natify the residents that we do not
exterminate bees unless they pose an immediate threat to safety. If it isalife threstening Stuation,
contact Ivan Mattson persondly for hisrecords. All bee swarm attacks are kept on record with the
Environmental Hedlth Dept..
The following numbers are for WFD use only:
Ivan Mattson ( Travis county bee hotline supervisor), 603-1382 or 928-8747
Nornemergency dispatch ( Austin 911 for add. Info.), 476-1050
The following numbers may be reeased to the public:
Audin/Travis County Bee Hotline, 469-2040
Environmenta Hedth Department, 469-2015
Y ellow pages, “Pest Control”
Wildliferescue, 472-9453
Kurtis Meyer (bee suits), 903-784-6145
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